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TRANSPORTATION

Overview & Summary

January, 2003
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BACKGROUND

In July 2000, the DOTD initiated an effort to update the state’s long-range
transportation plan. The planning process has its foundation in public
involvement; this has been accomplished through an extensive outreach
program that included an initial transportation conference, consultations with
eight advisory councils, a website, and several newsletters. The planning
process has been guided by the Louisiana Investment in Infrastructure for
Economic Prosperity (LIIEP) Commission created through Act 437.

Now that a draft plan has been developed, the LIIEP Commission authorized
the DOTD to initiate the public review and comment phase of the planning
process beginning with a statewide conference in Baton Rouge on January 9
and 10, 2003. The conference will be followed by presentations of the plan in
each region of Louisiana and distribution of the draft plan to every public
library in the state. The plan will also be posted on the website.

The updated Louisiana Statewide Transportation Plan includes the policies,
programs, and projects that are needed to strengthen the state’s economy and
improve the quality of life for Louisiana citizens. It addresses the movement
of people and freight across all modes of transportation.

OVERVIEW
The plan includes four revenue scenarios over a 30-year period:
Scenario 1A - Existing revenues, no inflation adjustments.

*  Most existing programs would slowly decrease in base year (i.e., year
2002) dollars since inflation is outpacing revenue growth.

*  Other than the projects included in the TIMED program, increases
investments in the capacity of the state highway system would be
eliminated after the year 2010; all highway revenues would be focused
on maintaining and operating the present system.

Scenario 1B — Existing revenues, inflation adjustments in years 11 & 21.

*  Most programs would be maintained at their current level in base
year dollars.

* Investments in capacity projects would be reduced by 20 percent
after the year 2010 due to the maintenance needs of the current system.

Scenario 2 — Enhanced state funding

* Increase in state transportation revenues of $250 million annually in
year 1 with inflation adjustments in years 11 and 21.

*  Significant improvement in transportation facilities and services would
be achieved.

Scenario 3 — Enhanced state and federal funding

* Increase of $250 million per year in state revenues and $150 million
annually in federal highway funds in year 1 with inflation adjustments
inyears 11 and 21.

* Additional improvements in highway facilities above Scenario 2
would be implemented

RECOMMENDED PROGRAMS & PROJECTS

Scenario 2 - Enhanced State Funding

v
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Increase pavement preservation (i.e., overlays, etc.) funding
from $160 to $235 million/year

Increase bridge preservation (i.e., rehabilitation or
replacement) funding from $100 to $120 million/year

Increase highway safety funding from $45 to $75 million/ .

year (includes $9 million/year for highway/railroad x-ings)
Increase highway operations funding by $9 million/year
Increase ITS funding by $7 million/year for 10 years
Maintain program for small highway capacity projects at
an average of $90 million/year

Establish a program for improving connections to ports,
airports, etc. at $20 million/year

Construct Priority A “Mega” highway projects (see list) —
$2.83 billion

Construct light rail line, New Orleans Airport to CBD, state
share = $175 million

Establish statewide rural public transit program, state share
= $6 million/year

Establish one-stop truck center in north Louisiana - $20
million

Establish short-line railroad program at $5 million/year
Establish a highway-railroad grade separation program at
$5 million/year

Increase Port Priority Program funding from $24.5 to $40
million/year with a $500 K annual takedown for marketing
Louisiana ports

Establish a marketing program to attract additional air
service (passenger and cargo) to Louisiana airports at $2
million/year

Construct additional air carrier runway at New Orleans
International Airport, state share = $100 million

Increase State Aviation Program from $5 to $15 million/
year

Scenario 3 - Enhanced State and Federal Funding

v

Construct Priority B “Mega” highway projects (see list) -
$2.94 billion in addition to Scenario 2 programs and projects
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